
STUDENT VISA PROCESS 
 

There are two types of student visas: a) for studies no longer than 180 days and, b) for studies longer than 180 days. The 
student visa of 180 days or less, if approved, will be valid for the length of the studies. However, the studet visa for studies 
longer than 180 days, if approved, will be valid, for 3 months and in the first month of stay in Spain  the student must apply 

for a student residence card. 
  
 

 
 

or 
 

A student decides to 
go to Spain to study 

The student contacts the 
International Services of 
his/her University or the 
Study Abroad Program 
of his/her choice 

The student collects all 
the documents 
necessary for the type 
of visa he/she needs. 
See requirements 

The student makes an 
appointment to apply for his/her 
student visa at the Consulate 

The student gives the documents to 
the Study Abroad Program, who 
makes an appointment to apply for the 
student’s visa at the Consulate. 

The Consulate process the student 
visa application and request resolution 
from the Immigration authorities of 
Spain.  

The visa is 
denied 

Appeal or 
End 

The visa is 
approved 

The Consulate issues, 
notifies, and sends 
visa to student 

Student goes 
to Spain 

If length of studies is 
180 days or less, the 
visa will be valid for 
the whole period of 
time.

If the length of the 
studies is longer 
than 180 days, the 
visa will be valid for 
3 months. 

The student presents medical certificate 
and police records to the “Oficina de 
Extranjeros” within a month of arriving in 
Spain 

The student gets a 
student resident card 
valid for the length of 
his/her studies


