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Tanzania is one of the main economies of the East Africa 

Community, its most important sectors being mining, 

manufacturing and tourism, representing 11.6% of the service 

sector in the country’s economy. Farming also stands out with 

its great weight in national GDP (45%) and as the main source of 

employment. Tanzania also has significant reserves of natural 

gas, on the Rufiji Delta. Despite the good data posted in recent 

years, inflation has continued to rise. 

The Spanish Embassy backs EU action to establish political 

dialogue in Tanzania, and has participated in activities 

contributing to the consolidation of democracy, the fight 

against corruption, and the protection of human rights. Spain 

has been monitoring respect for human rights in Tanzania, 

and in Zanzibar discrimination on grounds of gender, religion 

and sexual orientation is combated through coordination and 

periodic meetings between Spain and EU Member States, and 

the collaboration of some Spanish NGOs.

The serious attack by the Al Qaeda terrorist network in 1998 

against the United States Embassy in Dar es Salaam considerably 

raised the level of threat in the country, so that counter-terrorism 

actions are of particular interest, and the Spanish Embassy in 

Dar es Salaam participates in CTAG  meetings.

Furthermore, in July 2007, the Spanish government cancelled 

debt granted to Tanzania between 1999 and 2003. Spain has 

contributed four million dollars to the United Nations “One 

Fund in Tanzania” and, in the health sector, contributed to 

the regional African Medical Research Foundation (AMREF) 

project “Africa’s Response to AIDS (Ethiopia, Kenya and 

Tanzania)”. Also in 2007, the AECID made a humanitarian 

aid contribution to the World Food Programme (WFP) for a 

project to assist refugees in the northwest of the country. 

Programmes are also being funded in Tanzania as part of the 

VITA and NAUTA initiatives. The Malaria Research Centre in 

Lifakara won the 2008 Prince of Asturias Award. Malaria is the 

top cause of death in the country (taking 240,000 lives each 

year).

Bilateral relations have been boosted somewhat in recent years, 

notably with the visit in 2008 by the Minister of Development, 

Magdalena Álvarez, to learn about the Engineers Without 

Borders project in Same.

Main activities scheduled under the 2009-2012 Africa Plan:

● Spain will remain committed to protecting Human Rights, 

especially in assistance to refugee camps in Tanzania.

● Support will be sought for Spanish entrepreneurs’ initiatives 

in tourism, and attempts will be made to strengthen the fishing 

sector.

● In defence of gender equality, the Embassy of Spain in Dar es 

Salaam will participate in the Campaign Against Gender Violence 

launched by the President of the United Republic of Tanzania. 

● Spain will maintain an active stance in local and international 

counter-terrorism initiatives (organisations, forums, etc.).

● In the cultural field, learning of Spanish will be fomented 

through the lectureship in the University of Zanzíbar, and the 

work of Casa Africa will be publicised. 

The Democratic Republic of Congo

Capital: Kinshasa. Area: 2,344,860 km². Population: 

62,636,000. Structure of the population: Kkongo, Luba, 

Mongo. National Day: 30 June. Official Language: French. 

Other Languages: Lingala, Swahili. Annual GDP growth: 6.3%. 

Per Capita Income: $309. HDI: 168.

Situated in the heart of Africa and despite its wealth in natural 

resources – minerals, forest and water – the Democratic 

Republic of Congo has been deeply unstable since the beginning 

of the nineties, the consequence of successive armed conflicts 

in the Great Lakes region. In the wake of Peace Agreements, 

the progressive stabilisation of the neighbouring republics 

of Rwanda and Burundi has not however been reflected in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo where social and security 

conditions remain precarious and, notwithstanding democratic 

elections in 2006, there remains some way to go in the direction 

of full political stability. 

bilateral contact and to the normalisation of relations with the 

main international donors, so that Zimbabwe may become one 

of the main targets for international development cooperation. 

The political, economic and humanitarian crisis threatening 

Zimbabwe’s stability suggest that Spain should maintain a 

proactive attitude toward the African country as this Plan is 

implemented. 

Main activities scheduled under the 2009-2012 Africa Plan: 

● In political terms, Spain will maintain its support for the 

democratisation of Zimbabwe through the Government created 

by the consensus of the various political forces.

● Spain will back bodies defending human rights which have in 

recent years promoted respect for these rights in the country. 

● As a leading international donor, Spain will continue to help 

alleviate the difficult humanitarian situation in the country, 

through international bodies and NGOs working in the zone. 

Spain can also offer technical assistance in sectors where it may 

provide greater added value. 

● Spain will continue to engage in an active cultural policy, 

disseminating the activities of Casa Africa and promoting 

cultural exchange between creators in both countries.

Tanzania

Capital: Dodoma. Area: 945,090 km². Population: 40,454,000. 

Structure of the population: Bantu. National Day: 26 April. 

Official Language: Swahili (native), English. Other Languages: 

Aasax. Annual GDP growth: 7.3%. Per Capita Income: $1,256. 

HDI: 152.

The United Republic of Tanzania was born of the union in 1964 of 

Tanganyika (on the continent) and the Archipelago of Zanzibar 

located in the Indian Ocean. The country is currently confronting the 

political problem  of Zanzibar where a degree of political autonomy 

has led to some tensions. The Tanzanian President, Jakaya Mrisho 

Kikwete, who won the December 2005 elections, has undertaken in 

Parliament to adopt the measures needed to find a lasting solution 

to the political problem in Zanzibar. This initiative is already bearing 

fruit, and the Government is close to securing a climate of dialogue, 

to better distribute the country’s resources and power.

According to indicators, Zimbabwe will become one of the main recipients of international development aid. foto archivo dgce
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artists, and for teaching Spanish.

● Actions will be fostered to develop the socioeconomic fabric 

and private enterprise in the country with the launch of several 

projects for collaboration with business schools in Spain to 

train future entrepreneurs. Organisation of trade and/or 

business missions facilitating Spanish companies’ access to the 

Congolese market will be another line of action.

The situation in the East of the country worsened significantly 

from September 2008 with a strong offensive by the National 

Council for the Defence of the People (CNDP) in North Kivu 

province. The international community reacted rapidly with an 

energetic diplomatic mobilisation: a personal representative 

of the United Nations Secretary-General was appointed, there 

were a number of regional conferences and a structured 

government-CNDP dialogue began. At the beginning of 2009, 

Kinshasa and Kigali agreed on implementation of a joint action 

plan to demobilise the Rwandan-Hutu militia of the Democratic 

Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR). At the same time, 

the detention by Kigali of the rebel leader Laurent Nkunda is 

facilitating the progressive integration of the CNDP into the 

Armed Forces (FARDC). 

Added to this complex political setting is the extraordinarily 

difficult economic situation resulting from the fall in the price of 

raw materials – especially oil and minerals. The social situation 

is not more encouraging, with nearly 90% of the population 

living in extreme poverty.

The United Nations has its largest peace operation – MONUC – 

anywhere in the world deployed in the country, numbering nearly 

20,000. The EU has two missions in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo – EUSEC for reform of the Armed Forces and EUPOL for 

Police reform – and is the main donor for reconstruction with 

nearly 600 million euros assigned to the DRC in EDF 10. 

Bilateral relations between Spain and the Democratic Republic 

of Congo have been significantly strengthened in recent years. 

Bilateral relations were significantly boosted by classification as 

a “country for special attention” under the Spanish Cooperation 

2006-2008 Master Plan while, under this new Plan, 2009-2012, 

it becomes a country for focused partnership.

Spanish ODA has increased six-fold in the last four years - 30 

million euros in 2008 - and this country aided the 2006 elections 

with both significant financial input and by sending military 

personnel to EUFOR, the EU Force Supporting the Election 

Process. 

In backing respect for and promotion of human rights, Spanish 

efforts have been translated into financing through UNICEF 

of projects supporting the rehabilitation of child soldiers and 

combating sexual violence against women. 

High-level visits have also been increased, as with that by the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation in 2008 and the 

signing of the Framework Bilateral Cooperation Agreement, by 

the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and by the Secretary 

of State for International Cooperation who travelled to Goma, 

the capital of North Kivu, to evaluate humanitarian needs on the 

ground.

Main activities scheduled under the 2009-2012 Africa Plan:

● Cooperation for development is a priority of the 2009-2012 

Africa Plan. The Framework Cooperation Agreement, in force 

since 18 February 2009, must lead to the preparation of the First 

Joint Commission and the startup of new bilateral programmes. 

The Technical Co-operation Office will be inaugurated in 2009 

to implement these projects.

● The Spanish Government will make a new contribution to 

the fund created by the UNDP for electoral support, in local 

elections in 2009 and for the presidency in 2011. Spain also sees 

it as a priority to be represented in the two EU Council missions 

on the ground - EUSEC and EUPOL.

● The AECID will enhance the financing of projects for cultural 

cooperation and exchange between Spanish and Congolese 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Miguel Angel Moratinos 
converses with the President of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
Joseph Kabila, during his 2008 visit. foto maec / Javier hernández
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INAP: National Institute of Public Administrations 

INSTRAW: UN International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women 

IRENA: International Renewable Energies Agency 

IPCC: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

MAEC: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

NEPAD: New Economic Partnership for Africa’s Development 

OHCHR: Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

OCHA: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

UNODC: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

IOM: International Organisation for Migration 

WTO: World Trade Organisation 

WMO: World Meteorological Organisation 

WHO: World Health Organisation 

OTC: Technical Co-operation Office 

PACI: Annual International Co-operation Plan 

WFP : United Nations World Food Programme 

UNDP: United Nations Development Programme 

UNEP: United Nations Environment Programme

REC: Regional Economic Communities

RSS: Security Sector Reform

SADC: Southern African Development Community

SECI: State Secretariat for International Co-operation 

AU: African Union 

CACEU: Central African Customs and Economic Union

EU: European Union 

ITU: International Telecommunication Union 

AMU: Arab Maghreb Union 

UNECA: United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

UNFPA: United Nations Fund for Population Activities

UNIFEM: United Nations Development Fund for Women 

 

ACALAN: African Academy of Languages 

UNHCR: United Nations High Commission for Refugees  

AdC: Alliance of Civilisations 

AECID: Spanish International Development Co-operation Agency 

AfrPF: Africa Partnership Forum 

APF: African Peace Facility 

APRM: African Peer Review Mechanism 

ASF: African Stand-by Force 

AfDB: African Development Bank 

BCPR: UNDP Crisis Prevention and Recovery Bureau 

EIB: European Investment Bank 

WB: World Bank 

DAC: OECD Development Assistance Committee

ECOWAS: Economic Community of West African States 

ECCAS: Economic Community of Central African States 

CEMAC: Central African Economic and Monetary Community

CES: Economic and Social Council 

CIGEM: Migration Information and Management Centre

COPAX: Council for Peace and Security in Central Africa 

DAW: United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women 

DDR: Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration 

DELE: Diploma in Spanish as a Foreign Language 

DGPOLDE. Directorate-General of Development Policy Planning and Evaluation 

ECOSOC: United Nations Economic and Social Council

ECOSOCC: African Union Economic, Social and Cultural Council 

FAO: United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation 

IFRC: International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

FRONTEX: European External Borders Agency 

GEF: Global Environment Facility 

ICEX: Spanish Overseas Trade Institute 

IGAD: Intergovernmental Authority on Development 

Acronyms
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